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Hello Federal Way 
Public Schools 
Parents and 
Guardians,

Let’s get ready for 
another year of 
incredible scholar 
learning!

In Federal Way 
Public Schools, 
we are privileged 

with the responsibility of educating your 
children, and we are committed to the 
success of each and every one of them. 
As educators, when we sustain high 
standards of professional practice, we are 
able to achieve great results for scholars. 
Over the summer months, we invested in 
professional learning opportunities for staff 
at each of our 38 school sites to ensure we 
are ready to help every scholar learn, lead 
and dream big this school year.

We also know schools can’t do it alone. 
Research shows that when parents 
partner with schools, student achievement 
increases. That’s why we need your help 
to ensure your child is achieving at high 
levels and that school is a safe, productive 
learning environment. We would like you to 
partner with us in the following ways:

•	 Help your child arrive at school on time, 
every day.

•	 Talk with your child about being positive 
and productive inside and outside of the 
classroom. 

•	 Pick up a Learning Partnership Guide at 
your school office or view online at www.
fwps.org/LearningPartnership. 

•	 Mark your calendars and attend scholar-
led conferences: Nov. 8–9, 2018 and  
Mar. 21–22, 2019. 

•	 Check ParentVUE regularly and stay 
informed about your child’s attendance 
and grades to encourage their academic 
growth and success in school.

Together, we can dream big for your child 
and all children served in Federal Way Public 
Schools.

In partnership,

Welcome back, scholars and families!

“I’m excited about math 
because I’m not that 

good at math so I want 
to try to get better.” 

S E C O N D  G R A D E  S C H O L A R ,  
VA L H A L L A  E L E M E N TA R Y,  

C L A S S  O F  2029

Get ready for another 
year of powerful 
learning in the 

classroom. Scholars, bring 
your best every day and be 
a leader in the classroom 
and beyond. Be a student 
who models safe and 
positive behaviors for 
yourself and others. You 
can do great things today, 
tomorrow, this school year, 
and years to come.

As we embark on this new 
school year together, check 
out these photos from the 
first day of school and get 
inspired to learn, lead and  
dream big!

“This year I hope to 
accomplish…impact. 

Not only the skills on the 
computer I teach but also 
the life skills I teach them 
as far as employability, 

and work place readiness 
and leadership.” 

C H R I S T Y  T Y S O N ,  
T E A C H E R ,  F W H S

“I’m excited to learn about division.”
T H I R D  G R A D E  S C H O L A R ,  

M I R R O R  L A K E  E L E M E N TA R Y,  C L A S S  O F  2028

“I’m ready for  
the new school year.”

F O U R T H  G R A D E  S C H O L A R ,  
S TA R  L A K E  E L E M E N TA R Y,  C L A S S  O F  2027

“I want to be 
an occupational 

therapist.”
S I X T H  G R A D E  S C H O L A R , 

F E D E R A L  WAY  P U B L I C 
A C A D E M Y, C L A S S  O F  202 5

“I want to be a builder.”
F O U R T H  G R A D E  S C H O L A R ,  

C A M E L O T  E L E M E N TA R Y,  C L A S S  O F  2027

“I’m excited to have fun with my classmates  
and teacher, and learn.”

T H I R D  G R A D E  S C H O L A R ,  M I R R O R  L A K E  E L E M E N TA R Y,  C L A S S  O F  2028

“I’m really excited to 
work together and get a 
lot of ideas from my new 
grade level team, a new 
group of kids. Beginning 
of the year is the best.”

A M Y  T H O R N T O N 
F O U R T H  G R A D E  T E A C H E R 
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the district will partner 
with businesses and 
organizations to feature 

work illustrating art and written 
work by Federal Way Public Schools 
(FWPS) elementary, middle, and 
high school scholars. Displayed 
in businesses and organizations 
throughout the local area, the pieces 
will be wall art that rotates on a 
quarterly basis.

Scholar Art in the City aims to 
showcase the work of FWPS scholars 
and the rich tradition of arts in the 
district. A variety of courses in art, 
choral and instrumental music, and 
drama are offered in FWPS schools. 
Arts and Communications is one 
of Federal Way Public Schools’ five 
Career Pathways. This pathway 

The 2018-19 Learning Partnership 
Guides are now available! Grade 
specific, these guides are available 

in our top eight languages and provide 
parents:

•	 Information about what their child will 
learn throughout the school year;

•	 A timeline for important events 
throughout the year

•	 Tips focused on the ABCs of college and 
career readiness: attendance, behavior 
and course performance

Schools can’t do it alone. Make sure you 
pick up a hardcopy guide at your school, 
or electronic versions are available here: 
www.fwps.org/LearningPartnership.
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2018-19 LEARNING 
PARTNERSHIP GUIDES 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE!

ATTENDANCE AWARENESS 

The school year has begun, and is 
a great opportunity to start the 
year strong for another year of 

extraordinary learning! When student-
scholars aren’t at school on time, they miss 
out on important learning to help them 
be successful at school.  A student who 
misses 10 days or more during a school 
year is 20 percent less likely to graduate 
from high school and 25 percent less 
likely to ever enroll in college. Help your 
student be on time, every day. Parents are 
an incredible support in reducing chronic 
absenteeism at school. Check out these 
tips to help your child attend school every 
day: 

•	 Encourage and model positive attitudes 
towards learning, waking up on time 
and having good attendance. 

•	 Parents can set attendance goals with 
their students, track goals and offer 
rewards for meeting these goals. 

•	 Encourage students to become involved 
in activities, sports and events at the 
school. Students make friends, develop 
connections to other students and to 
caring adults and become excited and 
prideful about being a part of their 
school community.

FWPS launches  
new initiative to 
showcase artistic 
talents of scholars  
in local businesses  
and organizations

includes courses in the visual 
arts, photography, and video/TV 
production. Several career options 
in this pathway include computer 
animation, graphic design, fashion 
design, and videography.

FWPS bands and choirs are 
consistently recognized at various 
competitions throughout the state 
and country including middle school 
all-state band, choir and orchestra 
competitions. Our high schools have 
participated in the Valley Region 
Large Ensemble Band Contest and 
the Anaheim Heritage Festival of 
Music earning accomplishments in 
multiple categories.

Dr. Tammy Campbell, FWPS 
superintendent, believes that the arts 

n Wednesday, August 22, 2018, Federal Way 
Public Schools hosted its first annual New 
to FWPS Teacher Breakfast to give our new 
teachers a warm Federal Way welcome!

The program opened with an introduction by 
Superintendent Dr. Tammy Campbell who shared a poem by 
John Schlatter, inspiring teachers to focus on the why of their 
work at the start of the new school year, and to remember 
that, “A teacher knows that if he builds with love and truth, 
what he builds will last forever.”

Thomas Jefferson High School scholar, Allen Tugade, 
delivered a powerful speech about the true heroes in his 
life—his teachers. Chris McCrummen, principal of Olympic 
View Elementary, Shannon McCann, president of the 
Federal Way Education Association (FWEA), and Rebecca 
Martin, CEO and president of the Greater Federal Way 
Chamber of Commerce also shared words of encouragement 
to the new members of Team Federal Way. 

Thank you, to our sponsors that donated to the event. 
Sponsors included CBRE | Heery, Bassetti Architects, 
Integrus Architecture, McGranahan Architects, and World 
Vision. 

FWPS welcomes 
new teachers with 
inaugural breakfast

Now’s the time to check out ParentVUE!

Website: https://grades.fwps.org

Mobile app: Download the FWPS mobile app  

ParentVUE is your source 

for important information 

about your child’s attendance, 

grades, academic courses, 

and teacher information.

If you have not activated your ParentVUE 

account, please contact your child’s school.

FWPS ParentS and GuardianS:

Do you know how your child is doing academically?

A

If you have already signed up, check 
your child’s progress frequently on 
ParentVUE at https://grades.fwps.org 
or from the FWPS mobile app. Need to 
sign up? Contact your child’s school.

are important because they build life 
skills by creating a venue for scholars 
to think about how they might 
express themselves. Memorable 
experiences in the arts deepen 
scholars’ understanding around 
some of the big ideas and concepts 
being taught in school and enrich 
the curriculum. This initiative aligns 
with the district’s strategic plan 
Goal 3, Active Learners: Engaged, 
Empowered, Critical Thinkers.

If your business or organization 
is interested in participating, 
contact Shawn Simpson, Executive 
Director of Teaching for Learning at 
ssimpson@fwps.org, or Dan Dizon, 
Executive Director of Human 
Resources & Community Outreach 
at ddizon@fwps.org. 

We have incredible staff working 
with your child every day. It is 

essential to check your child’s grades. 
ParentVUE is an important tool 
available to check your child’s progress 
such as attendance, grades, report 
cards and schedules. 

DO YOU KNOW HOW YOUR SCHOLAR IS DOING ACADEMICALLY?
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BE
CA

USE OF 

OU
SCHOLARS, 
REMEMBER 
TO NOMINATE 
INSPIRATIONAL 
STAFF

Our staff does 
incredible things for our scholars 
every day. For the second year 

in a row, scholars will give back to staff 
by nominating staff members for the 

“Because of You” award. Scholars from 
the superintendent’s advisory meet 
each month to review and select the 
award recipients. Scholars will nominate 
staff members for the award, and each 
month, four to six staff members will be 
honored. Stay tuned as we highlight these 
extraordinary educators who make a 
difference for our scholars!

Federal Way Public Schools 
invites you to be a mentor 
for the 2018–19 school year. 

Mentors nurture, advocate, support, 
and share the responsibility to ensure 
that their scholars have multiple 
opportunities to set and meet goals.

Hear how some of our mentors are 
making a difference in the words of 
scholars participating in our Mentor 
& Me Program:

the  
Mentor  
& Me  
Program

Make a  
difference  
in a young 
person’s life —

BECOME  
A MENTOR

CONTACT:
David Stone
Program Director 
at 253-945-2015, 
dstone@fwps.org

Act now to prepare     for college and career!  

STANDARDS-BASED  
GRADING & REPORTING

Since 2010, Federal Way Public Schools 
has used standards-based instruction 
to support scholar learning. Our 

reason for changing to a Standards-Based 
Grading & Reporting (SBGR) system was 
based on the fact that it allows teachers and 
staff to more accurately and consistently 
report achievement to scholars and families.   

In our past system, students were measured 
by the percentage of work completed, 
not mastery of standards. Our current 
SBGR system is based on mastery of 
standards. Each student’s work is measured 
against the standard, and each student is 
separately measured for behaviors that 
promote learning such as work completion, 
cooperation, participation, and effort. 

Over the past two school years, 
approximately 60 students, parents, 
teachers and principals met regularly to 
review our current grading and reporting 
systems that we use.

Our district’s SBGR committee has relied on 
research. Recently, we organized a panel 
of seven admissions officers, from local 
colleges and universities to review FWPS’ 
approach to SBGR to ensure our practices 
support post-high school success for all. 

During this 2018–19 school year, all teachers 
will be piloting the revamped SBGR systems 
at Camelot and Twin Lakes elementary 
schools. Lakota Middle School and Federal 
Way High School will be piloting the SBGR 
systems in math and English Language Arts. 
These experiences will offer valuable insight 
from teachers, scholars, and families around 
the practice of SBGR before it is put into 
practice across FWPS.  

FWPS fully embraces input from our parents 
and community to ensure excellence in 
educating each of our 23,000 scholars. 
Check out www.fwps.org/SBGR to learn 
more about our SBGR system. 

“My attitude and 
attendance is improving.”

 F W P S  S C H O L A R

“It’s helpful to be able to talk 
to someone and to hear a 

different perspective of the 

world through their eyes.”

F W P S  S C H O L A R

Life After High School
Come learn about the exciting opportunities that await 
you after high school! This event allows you to speak with 
representatives from various organizations including: 
apprenticeships, four-year colleges and universities, two-
year colleges, technical schools, and military academies.

Life After High School Fair
October 17, 2018  |  6–8 p.m.
Thomas Jefferson  
High School

FAFSA and College Bound signups
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
application process is open October 1, 2018 until June 
30, 2019 for scholars graduating in 2019!
Make sure you’ve got the required  
items ready to go to apply:
•	 FSA ID
•	 Social Security Number
•	 Driver’s License Number
•	 Tax records
•	 Records of untaxed income
•	 Records of all assets
•	 A list of schools the student is interested in attending

For more information visit your school’s college and 
career counselor, or https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa.

Sign up for the College Bound Scholarship now 
through June 30, 2019!
The College Bound Scholarship is an early 
commitment of state financial aid to eligible students 
who sign up in middle school and fulfill the College 
Bound pledge. The program is administered by the 
Washington Student Achievement Council. Students 
must apply by June 30 at the end of his or her eighth 
grade year, maintain a 2.0 GPA in high school and 
apply for the FAFSA or WASFA senior year. To apply 
for the College Bound Scholarship, check with the 
school counselor, or go online at www.collegebound.
wa.gov.
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Write us at 33330 8th Avenue South, Federal Way WA 98003, or call 253-945-2000. Visit our web site at www.fwps.org.  

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/fwps210 Twitter: @fwps210

FW School District #210
33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003

NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools complies with 
all applicable state and federal laws and 
regulations regarding nondiscrimination 
and equal employment opportunities. 
Contact information and procedures 
for filing a complaint or to seek further 
information can be found at: www.fwps.
org/nondiscrimination-statement.
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CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN Federal Way Public Schools FALL 2018
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School construction updates 

DESIGN PHASE 

Mirror Lake Elementary
Wildwood Elementary
Lake Grove Elementary

At the school board meeting 
on July 24, 2018, FWPS 
approved construction 
firms with extensive school 
project experience. FORMA 
Construction has been approved 
as the General Contractor/Con-
struction Manager (GC/CM) firm 
for the Mirror Lake, Lake Grove, 
and Wildwood Elementary School 
projects. 

DESIGN PHASE 

Thomas Jefferson High

At the school board meeting on 
July 24, 2018, FWPS approved 
construction firms with extensive 
school project experience, 
including Cornerstone General 
Contractors as the General 
Contractor/Construction 
Manager (GC/CM) for 
the Thomas Jefferson High 
School construction project. A 
representative from Cornerstone 
attended a community meeting 
at Thomas Jefferson High School 
heard feedback on the initial 
design concepts presented. 

PLANNING PHASE 

Star Lake Elementary
Totem Middle 

FWPS is in the process of 
hiring the General Contractor/
Construction Manager (GC/CM) 
for the Star Lake Elementary 
and Totem Middle School 
construction projects. After 
a thorough review process, a 
recommendation will be made 
to the district superintendent in 
October 2018.   

Are you interested 
in receiving bond 
project updates? 
Stay up to date with our 
e-newsletter, delivered
straight to your inbox!

Send an email to 
comments@fwps.org 

with your name and  
contact information,  

as well as which school(s) 
you are interested in,  
and we will add you  

to our email list.

FEDERAL WAY HIGH SCHOOL 

G R A N D  O P E N I N G

Save the date!
WEDNESDAY  

DECEMBER 5, 2018 
4–7 p.m.
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